
servant ministry. As our deacon, 
Liz will read the Gospel and 
prepare the table at the altar in 
worship. She will also work with 
our outreach and healing ministries. 
Her’s is a voluntary ministry of 
service on behest of the bishop. 

September 13th will be Karen 
Halac’s and Karl Griswold-Kuhn’s 
first official Sunday. Coffee Hour 
that day will be in their honor.  
We will greet Liz Skaleski as part 
of our Great Welcome Sunday on 
September 20th. On that day, we 
hope there will be many other new 
faces among us also as we kick off 
the school year. Remember to 
invite your friends, family 
members and neighbors to 
experience worship at St. John’s. 

We are planning a joint liturgical 
Celebration of New Ministry for 
all three new staff level members 
on Sunday, October 18th. 

A Great Welcome to . . . 
September 2009 A monthly newsletter of St. John’s Episcopal Church, 628 Main St, Stamford, CT 06901 Vol. 2 No. 8 

Karen Halac, as introduced in the 
August edition of Eagle’s Wings, is 
our new Children and Families 
Ministry Leader. She begins work 
at St. John’s on September 1, and 
her first official Sunday will be the 
13th. Karen brings extraordinary 
pastoral skills and leadership to this 
position. (See bulletin boards for 
her resume.) Karen’s is a part-time 
staff position of approximately 20 
hours per week including Sunday 
mornings. 

Karl Griswold-Kuhn is a 
seminarian from Yale Divinity 
School who will begin his 
internship with us the second week 
of September. (See Karl’s 
introduction on page 2.) Karl and 
his wife Jennifer have already come 
to worship at St. John’s a number of 
times this spring and summer. He 
is expected to devote 13 ½ hours 
per week to the internship where he 
will be participating in worship, 

-Fr. Jim+  

preaching, working with our young 
people, creating a young adult group, 
convening a group to work with Dr. 
Sean Jackson to envision a clear 
direction for our contemporary 
worship service, and leading a 
retreat. Karl is eager to experience a 
wide breadth of ministry. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for St. John’s 
to be a teaching parish for a 
seminarian to get information for  
parish ministry. 

Liz Skaleski has been assigned by 
Bishop Smith to serve as Deacon 
here at St. John’s. (See introduction 
on page 2.) She will be ordained to 
the diaconate on Saturday, 
September 12 at Christ Church 
Cathedral in Hartford at 10:30 a. m. 
All are invited! Liz will be what used 
to be called a vocational deacon, 
meaning that she is not transitioning 
through the diaconate as a step to 
priesthood, but as a deacon whose 
special vocation is to represent Jesus’ 

Karen Halac Karl & Jennifer Griswold-Kuhn Liz Skaleski 



Need more  

information?  

Visit our website! 

www.stjohns-stamford.org 

Introducing Liz Skaleski 
SUNDAY SCHEDULESUNDAY SCHEDULESUNDAY SCHEDULESUNDAY SCHEDULE    

8:00 A.M. 8:00 A.M. 8:00 A.M. 8:00 A.M.     
Holy Eucharist with  
Healing – Rite I 
With Organ 

10:00 A.M. 10:00 A.M. 10:00 A.M. 10:00 A.M.     
Children’s Program  

and Nursery 

10:15 A.M. 10:15 A.M. 10:15 A.M. 10:15 A.M.     
Holy Eucharist with  
Healing – Rite II  

with Organ and Choir 

11:30 A.M. 11:30 A.M. 11:30 A.M. 11:30 A.M.     
Coffee Hour 

6:00 P.M.6:00 P.M.6:00 P.M.6:00 P.M.    
L’Eglise de L’Epiphanie 
Holy Eucharist in French  

    

SATURDAY SERVICESATURDAY SERVICESATURDAY SERVICESATURDAY SERVICE    

5:00 P.M.5:00 P.M.5:00 P.M.5:00 P.M.    
Holy Eucharist – with healing     

WEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULEWEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULEWEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULEWEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULE    

WEDNESDAY 7:00 A.M. WEDNESDAY 7:00 A.M. WEDNESDAY 7:00 A.M. WEDNESDAY 7:00 A.M.     
Holy Eucharist – with healing 

and light breakfast 

THURSDAY 12:10 P.M. THURSDAY 12:10 P.M. THURSDAY 12:10 P.M. THURSDAY 12:10 P.M.     
Holy Eucharist – 

with healing and music 
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Our Mission / Vision 
St. John’s is a wonderfully 
diverse community of faith 
rooted in the heart of 
downtown Stamford, where 
the Holy Spirit is leading us 
toward a new humanity in 
Christ. We embrace this vision 
by welcoming all people to: 

• Celebrate God in the beauty 

of holiness through the 

richness of Anglican worship 

and glorious music; 

• Strengthen their spiritual 

journeys through prayer, 

study and scripture; and 

• Serve as instruments of 

God’s peace, justice and love 

in the world. 

Karl is a second year student at Yale Divinity. In addition to his internship at St. 
John’s this year, he will be a chapel minister at Berkeley and a leader in 
Evangelical Fellowship. Karl hails from Syracuse, New York.  He was not 
raised in the church but started attending a non-denominational church with a 
friend from high school.  After graduating, he attended a Bible college in 
Portland, Oregon. He and Jen met several years later at the University at 
Albany, New York where Karl majored in philosophy and political theory, and 
Jen in religious studies. They were married in January 2008.  

Jen is from a small town near Saratoga, New York, and was raised in the 
Lutheran church. She was actively involved in the Protestant Campus Ministry 
at U-Albany. Jen has two part-time jobs: as an office assistant at St. John’s 
Episcopal in New Haven, and as an administrator at the Rivendell Institute, a 
Christian study center affiliated with Yale.  

Karl and Jen were confirmed in the Episcopal Church two years ago, and both 
have a passion to share the gospel and to help people to know Christ in an 
intimate way. Karl is interested in seeing how the Church can embrace and 
impact culture in a way that brings Glory to God, and he loves to talk about how 
film, music and literature can be a means of doing that.  

Both love strong coffee, Indian food and good music, and they cannot imagine 
life without their orange and white cat, Thomas. They are looking forward to the 
year ahead at St. John’s, and are excited to get to know you all!  

Introducing Karl Griswold-Kuhn  

Elizabeth H. Skaleski, (Liz), will be ordained a deacon in the Episcopal Church 

on September 12, 2009. She completed four years of study: two years in the 

Ministry Exploration and Education Program at St. John‘s Cathedral in 

Waterbury, and two years in the Deacon Training Program at Christ Church 

Cathedral in Hartford. During this same period, one unit of training in the 

Clinical Pastoral Education Program as a chaplain in the Norwalk Hospital 

was also completed.  

Liz was born and raised in Norwalk, Connecticut. She holds a degree in Music 

Performance from Western Connecticut State University. She has been a 

private flute teacher since 1981. She has also performed in the Fairfield 

Chamber Ensemble and the Norwalk Symphony, and has concertized 

throughout New England and New York.  

For the past five years, Liz and her family have been members of The Parish 

of St. Paul’s On the Green in Norwalk. It was during this time that she felt her 

call to ordained ministry. 

Liz is an avid gardener and animal lover. She was the director of P.A.W. S. in 

Norwalk for 8 years. The Skaleski family are proud owners of two cats, Harry 

and Moosha, and two dogs - Maggie, a yellow lab, and Ross, a golden 

retriever.  

Liz resides in Norwalk with her husband, Bob, and son, Elliot, who sings in the 

church choir, and will be entering the eighth grade this fall. They also have 

two daughters, Anna and Emily, who live in Texas.  

Liz feels very blessed. She welcomes the opportunity to serve and begin her 

ministry as deacon at St. John’s in Stamford. 




